Schools’ characterization
Questions are asked without giving optional answers (free response). The respondents’ statements are then coded with codes given below.
Questions without codes did not lead to useful information in our interviews.


In one or two sentences, what are the goals of science teaching in your school? The responses to this question can receive more than one code.
1 - Formal achievements; 2- cognitive; 3 – emotional/motivational (including arousing curiosity); 4 – others (including: social, values etc.)

In one or two sentences, what are the goals of  your school? The responses to this question can receive more than one code.
2 - Formal achievements; 2- cognitive; 3 – emotional/motivational (including arousing curiosity); 4 – others (including: social, values etc.)

How much does the teaching in your school adhere to the state curriculum?
1-Completely adheres; 2 – medium; 3 – a little; 4 – not at all


How much do you use textbooks for teaching/learning in your school?
1 - a  lot; 2 – medium; 3 – a little; 4 – not at all


How much autonomy do teachers in your school have in designing their instruction?
1-little (is not free to decide what to teach or how to teach); 2 – medium (may decide how but not what); 3 – complete/almost complete (may decide both how and what).



To what extend are teachers in your school involved in general decision-making at the school, beyond their own classes or lessons? In what ways?
1-small (decisions are made only by the management which include only certain position holders); 2 – medium; 3 – large (decisions are made in staff meetings which are open to all teachers).


How much autonomy do the students in your school have in their learning?
1-  little; 2 – may choose whether to attend class or not; 3 may choose whether to attend class and may also choose between several topics offered in the same disciplines; 4 – may choose whether to attend class and may also influence/participate in designing the learning activities.




To what extent are the students in your school involved in the school’s decision making? In what ways?
1-not at all; 2 –little, mainly in social affairs, insignificantly; 3 medium - mainly social affairs, significantly; 4 - medium - may be involved in social and other affairs, but do not always fulfill that right. 5 – a lot –involved in all aspects of school's life.



To what degree are the parents in your school involved in the school’s decision making? In what ways? How much are they involved in school's everyday life?
1-a  little; 2 – medium; 3 – a lot.

Is there group tutoring in your school (usually by the home room teacher)?
1- No; 2-Yes


How many hours a week do the home room teachers spend with their students? 
Teaching?
1 –zero to eight; 2- more than eight


Guiding social activities?
1 –one; 2 – two to three; 3 – more than three


How many years does a tutor/teacher work with the same home room class?


Is there personal tutoring in your school?
1- no; 2-Yes


How many personal meetings a month does each student have with his personal tutor?


How many years does a personal tutor mentor the same student?


What is the time structure at your school (meaning: 45 min classes/daily workshops/open spaces/weekly workshops etc.)?
1 – Only 45/90 minutes class; 2 – also other structures


Is the timetable fixed for the whole academic year or is it replaced each semester?
 1 – fixed; 2 - changed


Does a bell or chime ring at the beginning and end of every session in your school?
1-At the beginning and end of each session; 2 – Only at the beginning of sessions; 3 - None

Do students of different ages learn together?
1-None; 2 – a little; 3 - medium; 4 – a lot.


Are there any other multi-aged interactions in your school? How much? Please provide examples.
1-None; 2 – a little; 3 - medium; 4 – a lot.


How often are students tested in one class?
1- a lot (more than 2 tests per semester); 1.5 - 2 tests per semester; 2 Medium-low, up to 2 tests per semester or 3 per year; 3 – None or only ungraded evaluations.


Are alternative evaluations used in your school? Which kinds?
1 – yes; 2 - no


Do you distribute report cards in your school?
1 – yes; 2 – no



How many times a year are report card distributed?
1 – once; 2 – twice; 3 – more than twice


What type of evaluation does this report card include?
1- Grades and statements from a ready-made collection of statements; 2 – Grades and statements from a ready-made collection of statements and personal writing; 3 – only personal writing; 4 – Reporting is done orally or only by the student’s request

How much homework do students in your school get per class? How often?


How many students are there on average in a home class at your school?
1- 30 to 40; 2 – 20 to 29; 3 – less than 20


How many students are there on average in a class at your school?
 30 to 40; 2 – 20 to 29; 3 – less than 20


Is there grouping at your school? According to what criteria?
1 – There is, according to students’ achievements/ability/levels; 2- There is, according to students’ progress; 3- None


What is the range of ages in your school?  
1 – Elementary; 2 – middle school; 3 – elementary and middle school; 4 – middle and high school; 5 – high school; elementary through high school


How many students attend your school?
1 –1000 or more; 2 – 500-1000; 3 – 200-500; 4 – less than 200


To what extent do you value and allow playing in your school? In what ways?
1 –little; 2 – medium; 3 – a lot


How much is playing a part of teaching/learning in your school?
1 –little; 2 – medium; 3 – a lot


Is your school one of choice or are students assigned to it by zoning?
1 – zoning; 2 - choice


To what extent are the aesthetics of the physical surroundings emphasized at your school? In what ways?
1 –little; 2 – medium; 3 – a lot


Is there a science lab/room in your school?
1- no; 2-Yes


How much are computers used in teaching/learning in your school? In what ways?
1 – Not at all/almost not at all; 2 – little- medium (only/mainly teacher’s presentations); 3 – a lot (including learning through the net).
